
 
 
 

From vision to action: On April 24, at Grinzane Cavour 
Castle, the Global Sustainability Forum is launched 

 
Opening the 48th edition of Vinum Alba, the international conference promoted by Ente Fiera, the first 

concrete step in the path launched with the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding with UNITAR 
 
 

GRINZANE CAVOUR (CN), April 9, 2026 – An unprecedented debut that places the Langhe, Roero and 

Monferrato region at the heart of the international dialogue on sustainability: Grinzane Cavour Castle, a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site, will host on Friday, April 24, 2026 the first Global Sustainability Forum, entitled 

“From Vision to Action.” 
 

Promoted by Ente Fiera di Alba, the event represents the first concrete milestone of the journey launched 

last November with the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding with UNITAR, the United Nations 

Institute for Training and Research. This strategic initiative marks a true international positioning operation for 

the territory, its innovations and extraordinary potential, aiming to project its strengths and excellence onto 

the global stage while promoting responsible, forward-looking practices and concrete solutions. 

The Forum is conceived as a platform of excellence for dialogue and collaboration among diverse 

stakeholders, internationally renowned academic institutions, multinational companies, foundations and 

outstanding local enterprises, with the goal of fostering talent, human capital, ethical practices and 

technological innovation—transforming Langhe, Roero and Monferrato into a living laboratory of sustainability 

and the future. 

The program includes debates, workshops and strategic discussion sessions, during which speakers will share 

ideas and expertise, transforming visions and inspirations into concrete actions capable of generating 

responsible development and long-lasting value for communities and for the Planet. At the core of this journey 

lies a clear and powerful principle: 

“Inspiring connections, enabling change, shaping a more sustainable future.” 

Throughout the day – with proceedings starting at 9:45 a.m. – keynote speeches, round tables and strategic 

discussion moments will take place, featuring globally recognized speakers moderated by Marco Formento, 

with the support of Cristina De Dona and Marco Andrea Tolentino. 

Following the opening remarks by the President of Ente Fiera di Alba, Axel Iberti, and institutional greetings 

from the Piedmont Region, Roberto Bodrito, President of the Regional Enoteca Piemontese Cavour, Alberto 

Gatto, Mayor of the City of Alba, Gianfranco Garau, Mayor of Grinzane Cavour, and Stefano Mosca, Director of 

Ente Fiera di Alba, the speakers taking the stage in the Sala delle Maschere will include: 

• Ioannis Ioannou, Associate Professor of Strategy and Entrepreneurship, London Business School 

• Malebogo Mpugwa, Chief People Officer, De Beers Group 

• Leah Werner, Executive Director, Water Revolution Foundation 

• Carlo Bertolino, Chief Marketing Officer, Digital Transformation & CSR Director, Cuki – Cofresco 

(Melitta Group) 

• Piera Gallo, VP Marketing Office – Italian Brands, Stellantis 

• Pietro Mazzà, Chief Innovation, Sustainability & Institutional Relations Officer, Lavazza Group 

• James Donovan, Founder and Chairman, Global CEO Alliance, and Executive Director, UNITAR CIFAL 

Lebanon 



• Maurizio Decollanz, Technology Leader for Asset Lifecycle Management, IBM Italia 

• Fabrizia Marchi, Chief Executive Officer, TBWA Italia 

For the final panel, dedicated to “Wine and Hospitality,” contributions will be provided by local excellence 

representatives: 

Serena Bagnasco (Agricola Brandini), Giovanni Correggia (Azienda Agricola Matteo Correggia), Pietro Oddero 

(Poderi e Cantine Oddero), and Valentina Dogliani (Il Boscareto Resort & SPA). 

A distinctive feature of the initiative is the voluntary and unpaid participation of all speakers, underscoring the 

value and relevance of the proposed content. The Forum is completely free of charge, with mandatory 

registration via the following link: 

(https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnVjL5_1Jci3oSw-Dj-

VZK7dr62YmPaaVRJxHlh5RHJ2oqeg/viewform ). 

 

The choice of April 24 is no coincidence: the day’s proceedings will conclude at 6:00 p.m. with the inaugural 

ceremony of Vinum Alba – International Wine Fair of Piedmont, a flagship event for the region, creating a 

unique synergy between culture, food and wine, innovation and sustainability. This dialogue between two 

territorial excellences further enhances the hills of Langhe, Roero and Monferrato, highlighting their 

uniqueness and potential and consolidating their role as an international hub for culture, innovation and 

sustainability. 

“With this Forum,” states Axel Iberti, President of Ente Fiera di Alba, “we are taking an important step along a 

long-term path. Langhe, Roero and Monferrato are not only a territory of outstanding food and wine excellence, 

but can also become an international reference point for dialogue between sustainability, innovation and 

development. ‘From Vision to Action’ expresses precisely this ambition: transforming ideas and values into 

concrete actions capable of generating real impact. With the Global Sustainability Forum, Vinum Alba 2026 

therefore opens with a new and ambitious vision, strengthening its role not only as a major wine event—with 

Italy’s largest open-air wine shop—but also as an international platform for culture, innovation and 

sustainability.” 
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